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In a March 12 press release issued by the US Embassy in Tegucigalpa, Washington announced that
total military aid for Honduras for 1993 will be only US$2.7 million. Of the total, US$1.5 million is
earmarked for acquisition of equipment while US$1.2 million will go for training. Last year, total
US military aid for Honduras was US$16.2 million. For months, US diplomats had been warning the
Hondurans the aid would be substantially reduced for 1993. Still, the military had been counting
on between US$6 million and US$8 million. The March 12 announcement reportedly took many in
the military by surprise. During the 1980s, Honduras became one of the primary recipients of US
economic and military largesse in the region. In 1982, when the Nicaraguan contras consolidated
their presence at a string of bases in southern Honduras, the Honduran military received US$31
million, a sharp rise from the US$9 million the previous year. By 1984, the military aid spigot was
fully opened: during that year the Honduran military received US$77.5 million. Military aid during
the following four years was US$68.6 million (1985); US$81.8 million (1986); US$61.2 million (1987);
US$41.2 million (1988); and US$41.1 million (1989). Drastic reductions began in 1990, the same year
in which the contras abandoned their Honduran base camps, repatriating to Nicaragua where they
eventually disarmed. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
03/12/93)
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